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Teaching Resource 


Academic Writing�


Micro-writing


�Type: Summarising knowledge and writing concisely 





Links to:  Notemaking, Reflective Learning Journal





Key Words: Reflection, Evaluation, Summarising writing





Resources required: Index cards, pen, paper, (reflective     learning journal)


�


____________________





Introduction





This activity is designed to encourage students to write freely for a specified amount of time. 





The concept of free or micro-writing was developed by Peter Elbow in the 1970s in order to improve students’ confidence in their writing ability, and is now a recognised method designed to encourage students to write without stopping on a given topic for a limited amount of time. In this first activity, the focus is on recall of information rather than technique. Use the link below to ensure that the timing of the activity is adhered to.





� HYPERLINK "http://www.online-stopwatch.com/full-screen-stopwatch/" ��http://www.online-stopwatch.com/full-screen-stopwatch/�





____________________





How to use this Resource





At the end of a topic, allow students 3 minutes to look over their notes and handouts.





During this time they should discuss the topic area with partners or members of a small group, but they should not write anything down.





At the end of 3 minutes, give each student an index card. (Entries can be made in the reflective learning journal)





Put 2 minutes on the clock and ask students to write as much as they can on the given topic, without stopping and without paying attention to spelling errors, grammar or structure. 





The important point here is to keep writing.





Reassure students that they will not be asked to show their card to anyone.





Once finished, ask students to contribute one point each from their card; points should be written up as bullet points on flipchart.





This can then form the basis for discussion at the start of the next session.


___________________





Variations – Guided Narrative





The following is a more focused activity, which specifically encourages free, uncensored writing rather than recall on a series of given motifs. It is worth persevering with as the results are often interesting, and students may be surprised by the amount that they have been able to write in a short space of time. Again, the clock should be used to ensure that timing is strictly adhered to.





It is important to set the ground rules initially in order that the students get the most out of the activity:





Ask the students to use a clean sheet of paper and a pen.


Inform them that you are going to give them a series of linked motifs which will form the basis of a narrative or story.


Encourage them to write as much as they can on each given motif within one minute, but they should avoid  talking to or engaging with anyone else.


Reassure them that they will not need to share their writing with anyone.


It is a good idea at this stage to ask if there are any questions; students may feel that they need to know what is expected of them.


The following motifs can then be read out, leaving one minute in between for writing:


You are standing on a path in a wood; describe the path using descriptive imagery


A tree has fallen across your path. Describe the tree in minute detail and decide how you will proceed


You notice a key on the ground. Describe the key in detail


Moving on, you come to a house in a clearing. Using all of your senses, describe the house


Beyond the house is some water; what is the water like, and what do you do?


Ask the students to read over their writing and make changes which they feel would improve their narrative. Ask them to reflect on the quality of their work, and how much they have been able to write.














 





Your Notes

















Summary


Context: 	Seminar/Tutor Group





Timing: 	10 minutes





Suggested 	Individual/small group size: 	group/whole


group








�





Theory & further resources





Bean, J. (2001). Engaging Ideas. San Francisco: Jossey Bass





Elbow, P. (1973). Writing without Teachers. Oxford: Oxford University Press





Learnhigher


� HYPERLINK "http://www.learnhigher.ac.uk" ��www.learnhigher.ac.uk�








Ideas around micro-writing can be found at: � HYPERLINK "http://www.mwp.hawaii.edu/resources/thinking-learning.htm" ��http://www.mwp.hawaii.edu/resources/thinking-learning.htm� 





Resources relating to Using English for Academic Purposes can be found at: � HYPERLINK "http://www.uefap.com/reading/" ��http://www.uefap.com/reading/�








No memory is ever alone; it's at the end of a trail of memories, a dozen trails that each has their own associations. �Louis L'Amour �
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� HYPERLINK "http://www.mwp.hawaii.edu/resources/thinking-learning.htm" ��http://www.mwp.hawaii.edu/resources/thinking-learning.htm�
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www.Learnhigher.ac.uk





Learnhigher is a collaborative Centre for Excellence in Teaching & Learning.  [Nottingham Trent University is one of 16 partner institutions, mainly responsible for developing learning resources and the pedagogy around academic writing]








www.learnhigher.ac.uk resource developed at Nottingham Trent University (2009)
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